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NOAA Acquisition and Grants Office (AGO) Policy 
 

Fiscal Year (FY) 2016 Acquisition and Financial Assistance Cutoff Dates 
AGO has issued the cutoff dates for acquisition and financial assistance awards in FY16. The cutoff dates 
are identified on the AGO homepage.  Among the changes in FY16, AGO has provided examples of a single 
and multiple award against an existing contract and an explanation of the Forecasting and Advanced 
Acquisition Planning System (FAAPS) cutoff date.  
 

New Purchase Card Threshold 
On October 1, 2015, the new micro-purchase threshold became effective and impacts all NOAA purchase 
cardholders.  The micro-purchase threshold increased from $3,000 to $3,500; however the micro-
purchase threshold for the acquisition of construction remains at $2,000 and the micro-purchase 
threshold for the acquisition of services remains at $2,500.  Purchase Cardholders, Approving Officials, 
Agency Program Coordinators, and those individuals working with the Purchase Card Program are 
encouraged to review and understand the new policy regarding the recent change to the micro-purchase 
threshold.  

 

Department Of Commerce Office of Acquisition Management  
 

Supply Chain Risk Assessment for Acquisition of Information Systems 
On September 30, 2015, the Department of Commerce (DOC) Office of Acquisition Management issued 
Procurement Memorandum 2015-08, Supply Chain Risk Assessment Requirements for the Acquisition of 
Moderate-Impact and High-Impact Information Systems.  The DOC policy replaced Procurement 
Memorandum 2014-03, Supply Chain Risk Management Restrictions on Information Technology 
Acquisitions and implements the supply chain risk assessment (SCRA)requirements for the acquisition of 
new FIPS 199 moderate-impact and high-impact information systems to conform to the Commerce 
Information Technology Requirement (CITR) CITR-023, Pre-Acquisition Supply Chain Risk Management 
Assessment and the Office of Chief Information Officer’s IT Compliance in Acquisition Checklist (IT 
Checklist).  As a reminder, the program office shall submit all purchase requests for information 
technology using appropriated funds, including requests below the micro-purchase threshold, to the NOAA 
Chief Information Office (CIO) with a completed IT Checklist to enable the NOAA CIO to determine whether 
the acquisition is subject to a SCRA.  
 

Federal Acquisition Regulation  
 

Inflation Adjustment of Acquisition Related Thresholds  
On July 2nd, the Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR) council published a final rule in the Federal 
Acquisition Circular (FAC) 2005-83, establishing seven final rules, including amending the FAR to 
implement the inflation  adjustment of acquisition related thresholds.  41 U.S.C. 1908 requires all statutory 
acquisition-related thresholds with exception of the Construction Wage Rate Requirements statute, 
Service Contract Labor Standards statute, and trade agreement thresholds, to be adjusted every five years 
to account for inflation.  Some thresholds were not adjusted such as the simplified acquisition threshold 
($150,000) and the threshold for FedBizOpps preaward and postaward notices ($25,000).  A complete 
summary of all the statutory and nonstatutory threshold adjustments to the FAR located in the Federal 
Register Volume 80, Number 127 and the attached table.  The adjusted acquisition thresholds became 
effective on October 1, 2015.  

 

Acquisition and Grants Office Policy Resources 
AGO Policy  http://www.ago.noaa.gov/acquisition/regulation_and_guidance.html 

DOC Acquisition Policy http://www.osec.doc.gov/oam/acquistion_management/policy/default.htm 

AGO Grants Policy http://www.ago.noaa.gov/grants/policy.html 

DOC Grants Policy http://www.osec.doc.gov/oam/grants_management/policy/default.htm 

 

http://www.ago.noaa.gov/index.html
http://www.ago.noaa.gov/acquisition/docs/micro-purchase_threshold_increase_10_1_2015_fac_2005-83.pdf
http://www.osec.doc.gov/oam/acquistion_management/policy/procurement_memoranda/documents/PM%202015-08%20Supply%20Chain%20Risk%20Assessment%20(SCRA)%20Reqts%20for%20Acq.%20of%20Moderate-Impact%20and%20High-Impact%20Info%20Systems.pdf
http://www.osec.doc.gov/oam/acquistion_management/policy/procurement_memoranda/documents/PM%202015-08%20Supply%20Chain%20Risk%20Assessment%20(SCRA)%20Reqts%20for%20Acq.%20of%20Moderate-Impact%20and%20High-Impact%20Info%20Systems.pdf
https://connection.commerce.gov/sites/connection.commerce.gov/files/media/files/2015/citr-023_pre_acquisition_scr_assessment.pdf
https://connection.commerce.gov/sites/connection.commerce.gov/files/media/files/2015/citr-023_pre_acquisition_scr_assessment.pdf
https://connection.commerce.gov/sites/connection.commerce.gov/files/media/files/2015/citr-023_pre_acquisition_scr_assessment.pdf
http://www.cio.noaa.gov/NOAALink/docs/IT_Security_Checklist.pdf
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2015-07-02/pdf/2015-16205.pdf
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2015-07-02/pdf/2015-16205.pdf
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2015-07-02/pdf/2015-16206.pdf
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2015-07-02/pdf/2015-16206.pdf
http://www.ago.noaa.gov/acquisition/regulation_and_guidance.html
http://www.osec.doc.gov/oam/acquistion_management/policy/default.htm
http://www.ago.noaa.gov/grants/policy.html
http://www.osec.doc.gov/oam/grants_management/policy/default.htm
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Adjustments to Acquisition-Related FAR Thresholds, Effective October 1, 2015 
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