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NOAA Acquisition and Grants Office (AGO) Policy

Fiscal Year (FY) 2016 Acquisition and Financial Assistance Cutoff Dates

AGO has issued the cutoff dates for acquisition and financial assistance awards in FY16. The cutoff dates
are identified on the AGO homepage. Among the changes in FY16, AGO has provided examples of a single
and multiple award against an existing contract and an explanation of the Forecasting and Advanced
Acquisition Planning System (FAAPS) cutoff date.

New Purchase Card Threshold

On October 1, 2015, the new micro-purchase threshold became effective and impacts all NOAA purchase
cardholders. The micro-purchase threshold increased from $3,000 to $3,500; however the micro-
purchase threshold for the acquisition of construction remains at $2,000 and the micro-purchase
threshold for the acquisition of services remains at $2,500. Purchase Cardholders, Approving Officials,
Agency Program Coordinators, and those individuals working with the Purchase Card Program are

encouraged to review and understand the new policy regarding the recent change to the micro-purchase
threshold.

Department Of Commerce Office of Acquisition Management

Supply Chain Risk Assessment for Acquisition of Information Systems

On September 30, 2015, the Department of Commerce (DOC) Office of Acquisition Management issued
Procurement Memorandum 2015-08, Supply Chain Risk Assessment Requirements for the Acquisition of
Moderate-Impact and High-Impact Information Systems. The DOC policy replaced Procurement
Memorandum 2014-03, Supply Chain Risk Management Restrictions on Information Technology
Acquisitions and implements the supply chain risk assessment (SCRA)requirements for the acquisition of
new FIPS 199 moderate-impact and high-impact information systems to conform to the Commerce
Information Technology Requirement (CITR) CITR-023, Pre-Acquisition Supply Chain Risk Management
Assessment and the Office of Chief Information Officer’s IT Compliance in Acquisition Checklist (IT
Checklist). As a reminder, the program office shall submit all purchase requests for information
technology using appropriated funds, including requests below the micro-purchase threshold, to the NOAA
Chief Information Office (CIO) with a completed IT Checklist to enable the NOAA CIO to determine whether
the acquisition is subject to a SCRA.

Federal Acquisition Regulation

Inflation Adjustment of Acquisition Related Thresholds

On July 2nd, the Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR) council published a final rule in the Federal
Acquisition Circular (FAC) 2005-83, establishing seven final rules, including amending the FAR to
implement the inflation adjustment of acquisition related thresholds. 41 U.S.C. 1908 requires all statutory
acquisition-related thresholds with exception of the Construction Wage Rate Requirements statute,
Service Contract Labor Standards statute, and trade agreement thresholds, to be adjusted every five years
to account for inflation. Some thresholds were not adjusted such as the simplified acquisition threshold
($150,000) and the threshold for FedBizOpps preaward and postaward notices ($25,000). A complete
summary of all the statutory and nonstatutory threshold adjustments to the FAR located in the Federal
Register Volume 80, Number 127 and the attached table. The adjusted acquisition thresholds became
effective on October 1, 2015.

Acquisition and Grants Office Policy Resources

AGO Policy http://www.ago.noaa.gov/acquisition/regulation_and guidance.html

DOC Acquisition Policy http://www.osec.doc.gov/oam/acquistion_management/policy/default.htm
AGO Grants Policy http://www.ago.noaa.gov/grants/policy.html

DOC Grants Policy http://www.osec.doc.gov/oam/grants_management/policy/default.htm
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Adjustments to Acquisition-Related FAR Thresholds, Effective October 1, 2015

Threshold Previous Threshold New Threshold FAR Reference
Applying additional interagency agreement require-

ments to Federal Supply Schedule (FSS) orders $500,000 $550,000 FAR 8.404, 17.500
Determination to make a single-award blanket pur- $103 million $112 million FAR 8.405-3

chase agreement (BPA) under an FSS contracts

Approval level for limited sources justification for
FSS order or BPA:

® Contracting officer

® Advocate for competition, head of the procuring
agency, or authorized designee

® Head of the procuring agency or authorized
desighee

® Senior procurement executive or Under Secre-
tary of Defense for Acquisition, Technology, and
Logistics (USD AT&L)

>SAT - $650,000
>$650,000 - $12.5 million

>$12.5 million - $62.5 million
(up to $85.5 million for DoD,
NASA, and Coast Guard)

>$62.5 million (>$85.5
million for DoD, NASA, and
Coast Guard)

>SAT - $700,000
>$700,000 - $13.5 million

>$13.5 million - $68 million
(up to $93 million for DaD,
NASA, and Coast Guard)

>$68 million (> $93 million
for DoD, NASA, and Coast
Guard)

FAR 8.405-6(d)

Notification to agency suspension and debarment

official of a federal tax delinquency $3,000 $3,500 FAR 9.104-5
Information regarding responsibility matters and
updates of publicly available information regarding $500,000 $550,000 FAR 9.104-7
responsibility matters”
‘ ) B FAR 9.405-2, FAR

p prop 52,212-5,52,213-4
Causes for debarment - delinquent federal taxes $3,000 $3,500 FAR 9.406-2
. ) ) FAR 9.407-2, 52.209-
Causes for suspension - delinquent federal taxes $3,000 $3,500 5 52.212-3

. - FAR 10,001, 10,003,
Market research required for subcontracts $5 million $5.5 million 16.506(h)
Co_s’F accounting standards and certified cost qr N N FAR 12.102, 15.403-
pricing data required for sole source commercial $17.5 million $19 million 1e)(3)(iv)
item contract
Authority to use simplified acquisition procedures - - FAR 12.203, 13.000,
for commercial item contracts* Hess milien o milien subpart 13.5
Reserving simplified acquisitions for small busi- FAR 13.003, 19.203,
ness* $3,000 $3,500 19.502-1, 19.502-2
Alternative forms of payment protection for sup-
pliers of labor and material for acquisitions below $30,000 $35,000 FAR 13.005(a)(2)
the SAT
Oral and written solicitations $30,000 $25,000 ::C?]R 13.106-1(c) and
FAR part 13 BPAs and individual BPA purchases* $6.5 million $7 million FAR 13.303-5(b)
Fast payment procedures $30,000 $35,000 FAR 13.402




Threshold Previous Threshold New Threshold FAR Reference
Approval level for sole source justification for com-
mercial item acquisition using simplified acquisi- FAR 13.501
tion procedures:
® Contracting officer >$150,000 - $650,000 >$150,000 - $700,000
® Advocate for competition >$650,000 - $12.5 million >$700,000 - $13.5 million
® Head of the procuring agency or authorized >$12.5 million - $62.5 million | >$13.5 million - $68 million
designee (up to $85.5 million for DoD, | (up to $93 million for DoD,
NASA, and Coast Guard) NASA, and Coast Guard)
® Senior procurement executive or USD AT&L >$62.5 million (>$85.5 >$68 million (> $93 million
million for DoD, NASA, and for DoD, NASA, and Coast
Coast Guard) Guard)
Cost or pricing data $700,000 $750,000 FAR 15.403-4

Requiring certified cost or pricing data from sub-
contractors

>$12.5 million or >10
percent of the prime con-
tractor's proposed price,
whichever is lower

>$13.5 million or >10
percent of the prime con-
tractor's proposed price,
whichever is lower

FAR 15.404-3(c).
15.408 Table 15-2

Make-or-buy program plan $12.5 million $13.5 million FAR 15.407-2
Qetermmanon to award requirements contract to a $103 million $112 million FAR 16.503
single source

Detgrmmatuon to.award requn_rements cpntraot for $12.5 million $13.5 million FAR 16.503
advisory and assistance services to a single source

Determination to award an indefinite-delivery, - -

indefinite-quantity (IDIQ) contract to a single source $103 million $112 miliion FAR 16.504(c)(1)
Determ|.nat|on to awgrd 1DIQ cgntract for advisory $12.5 million $13.5 million FAR 16.504(0)(2)
and assistance services to a single source

Orders under an IDIQ contract for items peculiar to $25,000 $30,000 FAR 16.505(2)(4)
one manufacturer

Fair opportunity $3,000 $3,500 FAR 16.505(h)(1)(i)
Specific fair opportunity requirements for large orders $5 million $5.5 million FAR 16.505(b)(1)(iv)
Exceptions to fair opportunity $3,000 $3,500 FAR 16.505(b)(2)

Approval level for exceptions to fair opportunity
® Contracting officer
® Advocate for competition

® Head of the procuring agency or authorized
desighee

® Senior procurement executive or USD AT&L

>SAT - $650,000
>$650,000 - $12.5 million

>$12.5 million - $62.5 million
(up to $85.5 million for

DoD, National Aeronautics
and Space Administration
(NASA), and Coast Guard)

>$62.5 million
(or, <$85.5 million for DoD,
NASA, and Coast Guard)

>SAT - $700,000
>$700,000 - $13.5 million

>$13.5 million - $68 million
(up to $93 million for DoD,
NASA, and Coast Guard)

>$68 million
(or, > $93 million for DoD,
NASA, and Coast Guard)

FAR 16.505(b)(2)(ii}

Postaward notices and debriefings for orders under
IDIQ contracts

$5million

$5.5 million

FAR 16.505(b)(6)




Threshold

Prescriptions for single or multiple awards and mul-
tiple awards for advisory and assistance services

Previous Threshold

$12.5 million

New Threshold

$13.5 million

FAR Reference

FAR 16.506(f) and (g)

Cancellation ceiling >$12.5
million ($125 million for

Cancellation ceiling >$13.5

million ($135.5 million

Congressional notification of multivear contract DoD, NASA, and Coast for DoD, NASA. and Coast FAR 17.108
Guard) Guard)

Sole source 8(a) awards within the North American

Industry Classification System (NAICS) codes for $6.5 million $7 million FAR 19.805-1

manufacturing

Small business subcontracting plan

$650,000 ($1.5 million for
construction)

$700,000 ($1.5 million for

construction)

FAR 19.702, 19.704,
52.212-5,52.219-9

Sole source HUBZone awards within the NAICS

. $6.5 million $7 million FAR 19.1306
codes for manufacturing
Sole source service-disabled veteran-owned small ??Sn;gggg manufacturing NA ii.lgsm;gl;glsmanufacturlng
husiness awards within the NAICS codes for manu- FAR 19.1406

facturing

$3.5 million services NAICS
codes

$4 million services NAICS

codes

Evaluation of compensation for professional em-

$650,000 $700,000 FAR 22.1103, 52.222-46
ployees
) s . ) FAR 22.1303,52.212-5,
chettng;;a Veterans’ Readjustment Assistance $100,000 $150.000 522134, 52.222.35,
52.222-37,52.244-6
Cerhﬂcghon relﬂatmg to transactions with Iran’s $3,000 $3.500 FAR 25.703-2
Revolutionary Guard Corps
Waivers to Iran Sanctions Act or prohibition on
contracting with entities that export sensitive tech- $3.000 $3.500 FAR 25.7034
nology to Iran - awards to offerors who conduct
covered activities
40 U.S.C. chapter 31, subchapter lll (formerly
known as the Miller Act), performance and pay- $100,000 $150,000 FAR 28.102
ment bonds
Assessment of penalties for including unallowable
indirect costs in final indirect cost rate proposals or
in the final statement of costs incurred or esti- $700,000 $750,000 FAR 42.709
mated to be incurred under a fixed-price incentive
contract
FAR 30.201-4, 52.230-
Cosl Accounting Standards $700,000 $750,000 1,52.230-2, 52.230-3,
52.2304,52.2305
Past performance evaluations for construction $650.000 $700.000 FAR 421502
contracts
Pa;t performance evaluations for each architect- $30,000 $35,000 FAR 42.1502
engineer contracts
Extraordmary contractual actions and the SAFETY $65,000 $70,000 FAR 50.102
Act - authority
Extraordinary contractual actions and the SAFETY $31.5 million $34 million FAR 50.102

Act - notification to Congress




Threshold Previous Threshold New Threshold FAR Reference
Employment eligibility verification - subcontractor $3,000 $3.500 FAR 52.212-5,52.222-
flowdown 54

SAM registration for contract actions in the United $3.000 $3,500 FAR 52.212-1

States

Subcontracts for commercial items $650,000 $700,000 FAR 52.2134, 52.244-6
Flowdown of FAR clause 52.219-8 $650,000 $700,000 FAR 52.212-5

Small business subcontracting plan reporting

$550,000 ($1,000,000 for
construction)

$700,000 ($1.5 million for
construction)

FAR 52.219-9, Alternate
I

Prohibition on contracting with entities engaging in
certain activities or transactions relating to Iran

$3,000

$3,500

FAR 52.225-25

Value engineering, construction - subcontract
flowdown

$65,000

$70,000

FAR 52.248-3

* The followlng threshold changes apply to actlons In support of a contingency operatlon, or any acqulsltlon of supplles or
servilces to facllltate the defense agalnst or recovery from nuclear, blologlcal, chemlcal, or radlologlcal attack:

Threshold Previous Threshold New Threshold FAR Reference
Micropurchase threshold $15,000 $20,000 FAR 2.101, FAR 13.2
Authority to use Sln.ﬂpll.fled acquisition proce- $12 million $13 million FAR 12.203, 13.000
dures for commercial item contracts and 13.5
Reserving simplified acquisitions for small FAR 13.003, 19.203,
business $15,000 $20,000 19.502-1, 19.502-2
FAR part 13 BPAS and individual BPA purchases $12.m|II|on (exclud!ng $13.m|II|on (excludfng FAR 13.303-5(b)
contingency operations) | contingency operations)
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