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• U.S. Department of Commerce  
• Office of the General Counsel  

 
• OGC Organizational Structure and  
• Role of the Attorney-Advisor 

 
• John L. Guinan  
• Contract Law Division 
• Office of the Assistant General Counsel  
• for Administration & Transactions 
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Secretary of 
Commerce 

Penny Pritzker 

Deputy Secretary of 
Commerce 

Bruce Andrews 

General Counsel 

Kelly Welsh 
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AGC for Legislation & 
Regulation 

Vacant 

AGC for 
Administration 

Barbara Fredericks 

AGC for Finance & 
Litigation 

Michelle McClelland 
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Contract Law Division 

Federal Assistance Law Division 

Real Property & Environmental Law Division 

General Litigation Division 
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General Counsel 

Kelly Welsh 

Deputy General 
Counsel 

Josh Berman 

AGC for Legislation & 
Regulation 

Beth Grossman 

AGC for Litigation, 
Employment & 

Oversight 

Ben Friedman 

AGC for 
Administration & 

Transactions 

Michelle McClelland 
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Contract Law Division 

Federal Assistance Law 
Division 

Real Property & 
Environmental Law 

Division 

Ethics Law & Programs 
Division 

General Law Division 
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• Advice 
• Review for “legal form and effect” 
• Identify legal and business risk 
• Present solutions to mitigate risks 

 
• Advocacy 
• Serve as liaison to the Department 
• Represent NOAA in litigation 
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• Examines “for legal form and effect” (DOO 10-6) 
• Provides “clearance…as to the legal aspects of 

new and major programs.” (DOO 10-6) 
• Contracting authority is “subject to legal review” 

prior to execution or issuance of certain actions 
(DAO 208-5 and PM 2010-04) 

• CLD’s review will assess risk from a legal 
perspective and to determine whether the 
proposed action is legally permissible  
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• Improving client service 
• Clarifying procedures for obtaining legal 

advice 
• Streamlining delivery of comprehensive advice 
• Internal and external coordination 
• Standardizing review times 
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