
NOAA Addendum for Moderate Systems to the IT Compliance in Acquisition Checklist 

Background: 
This checklist was developed to ensure that the acquisition of Information Technology (IT) for Moderate Impact 
Information Systems complies with NOAA Acquisition Alert 15-02.  AA 15-02 establishes an interim policy to 
comply with Section 515 of the Consolidated and Further Continuing Appropriations Act, 2015, P.L. 113-235, Div. 
B, Title V (“Section 515”) regarding acquisition of Moderate Impact Information Systems.  

Instructions: 
This IT checklist, with appropriate signatures, must be completed for Information Technology (IT) acquisitions 
associated with moderate-impact information systems within NOAA.  This checklist is to be filled out and signed by 
anyone authorized to sign the Department of Commerce IT Compliance in Acquisition Checklist (DOC Checklist).   

Please answer each of the following items. 

System(s):  [Provide full name of system(s), and any corresponding acronym(s)] 

Impact level of system:           High           Medium             Low   

Procurement Description: [Provide 1-2 sentences on what the IT acquisition is for] 

Date: 

Q1 Is this an acquisition for a new Moderate Information System, i.e. purchase of a Moderate-
impact Information System that does not have an existing Authorization to Operate (ATO)? 

Yes   No 

Q2 Does this acquisition, together with other acquisitions made using funds from the same 
appropriation, cause the replacement or upgrade of 51 percent or more of an existing FIPS-
199 Moderate Information System’s components? 

Yes   No 

Q3 Is this an acquisition of one or more key componen(s) that, if installed, would cause either 
(i) the system’s Authorizing Official (AO) (or any of the system’s AOs, if there are more than 
one) or the NOAA CIO to issue a new or revised ATO for a Moderate Information System; or 
(ii) that would enable a change in the system such that its FIPS-199 classification is elevated, 
e.g. from Low-impact to Moderate or Moderate-impact to High? 

Yes   No 

If the answer to each of these questions is “No,” proceed to signature.  If the answer to any question is “Yes,” 
follow all steps in PM 2014-03 and the DOC Checklist for a completion of a Supply Chain Risk Management 
Assessment for Covered IT.  Please attach this checklist to the DOC Checklist.   
Signatures: 
By signing this checklist, the signer states that he/she exercised reasonable care to comply with the applicable 
requirements of the acquisition process, including those described in AA-15-02. 

CIO, ACIO (or as delegated the AO, ISSO or ITSO): 

Name:  Phone: 

Signature: 

Title: 

Date: 

Reference:
Definition of Information Technology: includes hardware, application software, system software, and 
information (data). Information technology services include, but are not limited to, the management, operation 
(including input, processing, transmission, and output), maintenance, programming, and system administration 
of computer systems, networks, and telecommunications systems. [return to instructions]
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