
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

United States Government Accountability Office

Washington, DC  20548 

 

January 11, 2007 
 
Mr. Otto J. Wolff 
Chief Financial Officer and  
  Assistant Secretary for Administration 
Department of Commerce 
 
Dear Mr. Wolff: 
 

This is to notify you that the U.S. Government Accountability Office is initiating a review of 
federal agencies’ use of advisory and assistance services (A&AS) contracts, which are 
generally used to acquire management support, evaluations, and related services.  GAO is 
beginning this work in response to a congressional mandate in the fiscal year 2007 Defense 
Authorization Act, PL 109-364, Sec 834.  Our objectives are to determine: (1) To what extent 
selected agencies awarded A&AS contracts for periods of more than 5 years, and to what 
extent the same contractors are providing the services on a recurring basis; (2) Whether 
agencies contracted for A&AS on a continuing basis instead of using government personnel; 
and (3) What contract types and oversight mechanisms agencies are using for A&AS 
contracts to prevent organizational conflicts of interest and improper personal services 
contracts.  This study will be conducted under engagement code 120612. 

 
During the course of our work we plan to contact selected agencies that are responsible for 
managing A&AS contracts.  This work will be performed by staff from our Acquisition & 
Sourcing Management (ASM) Team in Washington, D.C. and our Dayton Field Office.  We 
expect to begin work on these issues immediately and will be contacting you soon to set up 
an entrance conference. 
 
We would appreciate your notifying the appropriate offices in your agency and identifying a 
point of contact for this engagement.  If you have any questions, please contact John Hutton, 
ASM Director, at (202) 512-7773 or HuttonJ@gao.gov , Michele Mackin, Assistant Director, at 
(202) 512-4309 or MackinM@gao.gov, Tony Wysocki, Analyst–in-Charge, at (202) 512-6016 or 
WysockiA@gao.gov, or Claudia Dickey, Senior Analyst, at (937) 258-7942 or 
DickeyC@gao.gov. 
 
Sincerely yours, 
 

 
 
Richard J. Hillman 
Managing Director, Financial Markets 
 and Community Investment 
 
cc: Johnnie Frazier, Inspector General  
 Karen Gard, Acting GAO Liaison Officer 
 Jamie Carlyle, Acting GAO Liaison Officer 
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