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Objectives/Key Questions: The FY 2007 Defense Authorization Act directs GAO to report on the federal government's use of task order contracts for advisory and assistance services (A&AS), which are generally used to acquire management support, studies, and related services.  Our key questions include:

1. To what extent do selected agencies require A&AS for periods more than 5 years and to what extent are the same contractors providing the services on a recurring basis? 

2. Why have agencies contracted for A&AS on a continuing basis instead of using government personnel? 
3. What contract types are agencies using for A&AS contracts?
4. What oversight mechanisms do agencies have in place to prevent organizational conflicts of interest and improper personal services contracts?
Agencies included in our review: Commerce, Defense, Energy, General Services Administration, Health and Human Services, Homeland Security, Housing and Urban Development, Justice, Treasury, Veterans Affairs, National Aeronautics and Space Administration, and Office of Management and Budget.  Note: All defense and civilian agencies are subject to GAO review under this mandate.
Preliminary Discussion Points

1. Describe your agency’s use of contracts for A&AS.  

2. Criteria and processes to manage and oversee contracts for A&AS.  

3. How does your budget/finance division report your agency’s obligations for A&AS to OMB as required by Circular A-11, specifically for budget object class 25.1?
4. Data on the extent to which A&AS are provided by the same contractors under recurring contracts.

5. Oversight mechanisms to address organizational conflicts of interest and personal services contracts when you contract for A&AS. 

Initial Information Request

1. Agency contacts from procurement policy and data, budget/finance functions.

2. Agency policy guidance on contracting for A&AS.
3. Agency policy guidance on personal services contracts.

4. Agency policy guidance on organizational conflicts of interest.
