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• WHAT IS THE FAR? 
 Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR) 

Set of regulations governing Federal acquisitions 
and contracting procedures. 

Primary document in the Federal Acquisition 
Regulation System 

NOAA -- SCIENCE - SERVICE - STEWARDSHIP 4 



FIELD DELEGATE TRAINING 

• WHAT ARE THE GUIDING PRINCIPLES OF THE 
FAR? 
 

Satisfy the customer 

 Minimize administrative operating costs 

 Business with integrity, fairness, and openness 

 Fulfill public policy objectives 
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FAR 

Statute  
Executive  

Orders 
OMB/OFPP 

Policy CFR 
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• HOW IS THE FAR MAINTAINED? 
 

DoD, GSA, NASA Federal Register 
and CFR 

Defense 
Acquisition 

Regulation Council 

Civilian Agency 
Acquisition Council 
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• HOW ARE POLICIES SET IN THE FAR? 
 

Public Comments 

Unsolicited Proposed Revisions 

Public Meetings 
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• HOW IS THE FAR ARRANGED? 
 
 

Subchapter A: General 
Part 1. FAR System 
Part 2. Definitions  
Part 3. Improper Business 
Practices / Personal 
Conflicts of Interest 
Part 4. Admin. Matters 

Subchapter B: Acq Planning 
Part 5. Publicizing Contract 
Actions 
Part 6. Competition 
Requirements 
Part 7. Acquisition Planning 
Part 8. Required Sources of 
Supplies and Services 
Part 9. Contractor 
Qualifications 
Part 10. Market Research 
Part 11. Describing Agency 
Needs 
Part 12. Acq. of Commercial 
Items 

Subchapter C: Contracting 
Methods and Contract Types 
Part 13. Simplified Acquisition 
Procedures 
Part 14. Sealed Bidding 
Part 15. Contracting by 
Negotiation 
Part 16. Types of Contracts 
Part 17. Special Contracting 
Methods 
Part 18. Emergency 
Acquisitions 
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• HOW IS THE FAR ARRANGED? 
 
 

Subchapter D: 
Socioeconomic Programs 
Part 19. SB programs 
Parts 20-21. Reserved 
Part 22. App of Labor Laws 
to Gov’t Acq 
Part 23. Environ, Energy & 
Water Efficiency, 
Renewable Energy Tech, 
Occup Safety, and Drug-
Free Workplace 
Part 24. Privacy and 
Freedom of Information 
Part 25. Foreign Acq  
Part 26. Other Socio-Econ 
Programs 

Subchapter E: General 
Contracting Requirements 
Part 27. Patents, Data, and 
Copyrights 
Part 28. Bonds and Insurance 
Part 29. Taxes 
Part 30. Cost Accounting 
Standards Administration 
Part 31. Contract Cost 
Principles and Procedures 
Part 32. Contract Financing 
Part 33. Protests, Disputes, 
and Appeals 

Subchapter F: Special 
Categories of Contracting 
Part 34. Major System Acq 
Part 35. R&D Contracting 
Part 36. Construction and A-E 
Contracts 
Part 37. Service Contracting 
Part 38. Federal Supply 
Schedule Contracting 
Part 39. Acquisition of 
Information Technology 
Part 40. Reserved 
Part 41. Acq of Utility Services 
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• HOW IS THE FAR ARRANGED? 
 
 

Subchapter G: Contract 
Management 
Part 42. Contract Admin & 
Audit Services 
Part 43. Contract Mods Part 
44. Subcontracting 
Part 45. Gov’t Property 
Part 46. Quality Assurance 
Part 47. Transportation 
Part 48. Value Engineering 
Part 49. Termination Part 50. 
Extraordinary Contractual 
Actions and the Safety Act 
Part 51. Use of Gov’t by 
Contractors 

Subchapter H: Clauses and 
Forms 
Part 52. Solicitation 
Provisions and Contract 
Clauses 
Part 53. Forms 
Parts 54-99. Reserved. 
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FAR 15.403-1(b) 
Part 

Subpart 

Section 

Subsection 

Paragraph 
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FAR CAR/CAM NAM 
 
 
 

• KNOWLEDGE SHARING  
 1. The FAR System is made up of uniform _______ 

and__________ for acquisition by executive 
agencies.  
 

2. The FAR is arranged in ___________, containing 
_____ and ________. 
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DOC Acquisition Policy 

CAR 

CAM 

PM Other 
Memoranda 
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• WHAT IS THE CAR? 
Commerce Acquisition Regulation (CAR) 

Establishes uniform Commerce acquisition policies 
and procedures that implement and supplement 
the FAR.  
Authority of Section 22 of the Office of Federal 
Procurement Policy Act, as amended (41 U.S.C. 
418b), and FAR Subpart 1.3. 
Senior Procurement Executive (DOC) 
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• WHAT IS THE CAM?  
 

Commerce Acquisition Manual (CAM) 

Supplements the FAR and CAR 

Provides uniform policies and procedures for 
internal operations 
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• WHAT IS A PROCUREMENT MEMORANDUM? 

 Informational 

One time change 

Class deviations  
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• HOW ARE THE CAR AND  
• THE CAM MAINTAINED? 

 
 
 

Office of Acquisition Management 

Published in Federal Register 

Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 
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• HOW ARE POLICIES SET IN THE CAR AND 
CAM? 
 
 Bureau Review and Comments (CAR & CAM) 

Public Comments (CAR) 
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• HOW ARE THE CAR AND CAM ARRANGED? 
Divided into the same parts, subparts, sections, and 

subsections as the FAR. 
FAR 15.304-1(b) 

 

 
 

Part 
 

Subpart 
 

Section 
 

Subsection 
 

Paragraph 

CAR 1315.304-1(b) 
 

Agency 
 

Part 
 

Subpart 
 

Section 
 

Subsection 
 

Paragraph 
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FAR CAR/CAM NAM 

KNOWLEDGE SHARING 

1. The CAR is arranged into the same parts and 
subparts, as the ____. 
 

2. The CAM supplements the ____ and _____ . 
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NOAA Acquisition 
Policy 

NAM 

AA 

AI 

Other 
Memoranda 

Ex. Acquisition Planning 
Memo 

Ex. Late Acquisition & Grants 
Request 
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• WHAT ARE ACQUISITION ALERTS AND 
ACQUISITION INSTRUCTIONS? 

Acquisition Alerts (AA) establish NOAA acquisition 
policy. 

Acquisition Instructions (AI) establish NOAA 
acquisition procedures. 

AAs and the policy within AIs are incorporated into 
the NAM. 
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• WHAT IS THE NAM? 

NOAA Acquisition Manual (NAM) 

Comprises NOAA acquisition policy 

Central document following FAR codification 

Supplements the FAR, CAR, and CAM 
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• HOW IS THE NAM MAINTAINED? 

Annual Update 

Recent AAs and policy from AIs 

Policy and Oversight Division (POD) and 
Acquisition Services Branch (ASB) 
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• WHAT IS THE AUTHORITY FOR THE NAM? 
 
 

NAO 208-1, NOAA Acquisition Handbook 

Senior Bureau Procurement Official (NOAA) 

CAR 1301.301(b) 

Issuance Memorandum  
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• WHAT HAPPENED TO THE ACQUISITION 
HANDBOOK? 

Acquisition Handbook (2004) 

Acquisition Manual (2014) 

Acquisition Manual v2.0 (2015 – current) 
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• WHAT IS THE GUIDING PRINCIPLE FOR THE 
NAM? 

The NAM does not restrict the sound business 
judgement nor limit innovation, but underlines the 
need for the NOAA acquisition workforce to 
balance mission and fiduciary duty. 
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• WHO DOES THE NAM APPLY? 
 
 
 

NOAA acquisition activities 

Members of the NOAA acquisition team 
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• HOW IS THE NAM ARRANGED? 

Divided into the same parts, subparts, sections, and 
subsections as the FAR, CAR, and CAM. 

 FAR 1.602-3(b) 
 

 
 

Part 
 

Subpart 
 

Section 
 

Subsection 
 

Paragraph 
 

CAR 1301.602-3(b) 
 

Agency 
 

Part 
 

Subpart 
 

Section 
 

Subsection 
 

Paragraph 
 

NAM 1330-1.602-3(b) 
 

Agency 
 

Bureau 
 

Part 
 

Subpart 
 

Section 
 

Subsection 
 

Paragraph 
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FD 33 

NOAA Policy on Unauthorized Commitments 

Commerce  Policy on Unauthorized Commitments 

FAR Policy on Unauthorized Commitments 
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• HOW IS THE NAM ARRANGED?  
 
 

1.  Issuance and Guidance 
 

2.  Table of Contents 
 

3.  General Structure / Subchapters 
 

4.  Parts  
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1.  

3.  
2.  

4.  
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• HOW DO I USE THE NAM? 

Use in conjunction with: 

The FAR  

The CAR, CAM, and PMs 

New AAs/AIs 
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• EXAMPLE OF USING THE NAM 
 
 
 
 

FAR CAR/CAM NAM 

FAR 13.303-5 Purchases under BPAs 
CAR 1313.303-5 Purchases under BPAs 
CAM – only addresses 1313.301 Purchase Card 
so N/A 
PMs – N/A 
NAM 1330-13.303-5 Purchases under BPAs 
AA’s/AI’s – N/A 
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• HOW DO I SEARCH FOR SPECIFIC POLICY 
LOCATED IN THE NAM? 
 

1. Subchapter and Part/Subpart number 

2. Inventory of Policy Alerts 
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• SCENARIO 1: SEARCH BY PART AND SUBPART 
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• SCENARIO 2: SEARCH WITH INVENTORY OF 
POLICY ALERTS 
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FD45 
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FD46 

1.  
Acquisition 

Alert 
Number 

2.  
Title of the policy 

3.  
Location in the NAM 
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• WHAT ARE OTHER FEATURES OF THE NAM? 

Issuance Memorandum 
NAM User Guidance 
Record of Changes 
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FD50 
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FD51 

NOAA -- SCIENCE - SERVICE - STEWARDSHIP 51 



FIELD DELEGATE TRAINING 

FD52 

52 



FIELD DELEGATE TRAINING 

FAR CAR/CAM NAM 

KNOWLEDGE SHARING  
1. The NAM is not a stand alone document. It is to be 

used in conjunction with the ____, the ____, 
the_____, PMs, AAs, and AIs.  
 

2. The NAM comprises  NOAA _________ policy and 
supplements the ____ and _________. 
 

3. Users can search the NAM by __________ or by 
using the ________ of _______ ________. 
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FAR 

CAR 

CAM NAM 

Tools and 
Resources 
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• TOOLS AND RESOURCES 
 
 
 

FAR 
 
CAR 
 
OAM Policy (CAR, CAM, and PMs) 
 
NOAA AGO Policy (NAM, AAs, and AIs) 
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http://farsite.hill.af.mil/vffara.htm
http://farsite.hill.af.mil/VFCARA.HTM
http://www.osec.doc.gov/oam/acquistion_management/policy/default.htm
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• OTHER TOOLS AND RESOURCES 

GAO Report/Bid Protest Decisions 
AcqNotes 
Acquisition.gov 
Ask a Professor (DAU) 
Where In Federal Contracting (WIFCON) 
Podcasts 
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• TAKE AWAYS 
 The FAR, CAR, CAM and NAM encompass same 

subchapters; corresponding parts and subparts. 

The CAR and CAM supplement the FAR.  

The NAM comprises NOAA specific policy; 
supplements the FAR, CAR, and CAM.  
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• FINAL THOUGHTS 
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