Greetings, 

As you know, GAO plans to examine the Federal Government's use of advisory assistance and services (A&AS) task order contracts, which are generally used to acquire management support, evaluations, and related services.  This work is being undertaken in response to a congressional mandate in the FY 2007 Defense Authorization Act, PL 109-364, Sec 834.  See the attached GAO notification letter. 

The Department will meet with GAO's Acquisition and Sourcing Management Team next Tuesday, February 6, 2007 in room 6043 to discuss GAO's objectives, key questions, preliminary discussion points and their initial information request as identified in the attached entrance conference handout.   

Bureaus are requested to provide the following information by COB Friday, February 2, 2007 to help address GAO's discussion points:  See the attached GAO handout. 

1. Describe your Bureau’s use of contracts for A&AS.   

2. Describe your Bureau’s criteria and processes to manage and oversee A&AS contracts.  Provide a copy of bureau policy guidance on contracting for A&AS and personal services contracts. 

3. How does your budget/finance division report your agency’s obligations for A&AS to OMB as required by Circular A-11, specifically for budget object class 25.1? 

4. Provide data on the extent to which A&AS are provided by the same contractors under recurring contracts.
· Total number of A&AS contracts. 

· Number of A&AS contracts award to the same vendor. 

· Divide the number of A&AS contracts awarded to the same vendor by total number of A&AS contract awards. 

· Identify contact type and performance period. 

· Describe your oversight mechanisms to address organizational conflicts of interest and personal services contracts when you contract for A&AS.  Provide a copy of  Bureau policy guidance on organizational conflicts of interest. 

· Bureau point of contact information for procurement policy and data, budget/finance functions.  Include name, title, phone and email address.

Thanks 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
David D. Carter, Procurement Analyst
U.S. Department of Commerce
Office of Acquisition Management 
Commerce Acquisition Performance, Policy & Support
Room 1854
Washington, D.C. 20230
W 202-482-1966 F 202-482-0546 
E-mail: dcarter@doc.gov 
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