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FROM: Mitchell J. Ross @) AA
Director
SUBJECT: Acquisition Alert 16-04 Appropriate Use of the Lowest Price

Technically Acceptable Source Selection Process

The purpose of this memorandum is to establish the NOAA Acquisition and Grants Office
(AGO) policy for the Lowest Price Technically Acceptable (LPTA) source selection process.
This Acquisition Alert also updates the LPTA policy within the Acquisition Instruction (Al) 14-
04 NOAA Source Selection Procedures.

The Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR) 15.101 prescribes the best-value source selection
processes as the tradeoff process and the LPTA source selection process. This Acquisition Alert
establishes the NOAA AGO policy for the appropriate use of the LPTA source selection process
for NOAA requirements. The LPTA source selection process shall be used for well-defined
commercial or non-complex commaodity, supply, or equipment requirements. The use of LPTA
for services, at any dollar value, shall require a written approval from the Senior Bureau
Procurement Official (SBPO) prior to issuing the solicitation.

Questions pertaining to the Acquisition Alert should be directed to Justin Cofer, AGO, Policy
and Oversight Division (POD) at Justin.L.Cofer@noaa.gov, or by telephone at (816) 823-3820.
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December 3, 2015
ACQUISITION ALERT 16-04
Appropriate Use of the Lowest Price Technically Acceptable Source Selection Process

This Acquisition Alert (AA) is being transmitted to all NOAA Heads of Contracting Offices
(HCO) for dissemination within their respective Acquisition Divisions.

1. Purpose: The purpose of AA 16-04 is to establish the NOAA Acquisition and Grants Office
(AGO) policy for the Lowest Price Technically Acceptable (LPTA) source selection process.
This AA also updates the LPTA policy within the Acquisition Instruction (Al) 14-04 NOAA
Source Selection Procedures.

2. Background: Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR) 15.101 prescribes the best-value source
selection processes as the tradeoff process and the LPTA source selection process. LPTA is the
appropriate source selection process to apply when there are well-defined requirements, there is
minimal risk of unsuccessful performance, and there is an expectation to achieve best-value from
the selection of a technically acceptable proposal with the lowest evaluated price. The criteria
used under LPTA must be specific to the work requirements for each solicitation and clearly
state what constitutes technical acceptability in measurable terms.

3. Applicability: This acquisition policy is applicable to all NOAA Line and Staff Offices.

4. Policy: The LPTA source selection process shall be used for well-defined commercial or
non-complex commaodity, supply, or equipment requirements. The use of LPTA for services, at
any dollar value, shall require a written approval from the Senior Bureau Procurement Official
(SBPO) prior to issuing the solicitation. The application of LPTA, as discussed in Al 14-04
Appendix A, remains unchanged.

5. Point of Contact: Questions concerning this policy should be directed to Justin Cofer,
Acquisition and Grants Office (AGO), Policy and Oversight Division (POD) at
Justin.L.Cofer@noaa.gov, or by telephone at (816) 823-3820.





