
 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
National Oceanic an d Atmospheric Administration 
ACQUISITION AND GRANTS OFFICE 

 
 

August 7, 2014 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MEMORANDUM FOR: Deputy Assistant Administrators 
Staff Office Directors 

 
FROM:  Mitchell J. Ross 

Director 
 

SUBJECT: Acquisition Alert 14-03 NOAA Senior Bureau Procurement 
Official Delegated Authorities for Review and Approval 

 
The purpose of this memorandum is to notify you of changes that will affect your purchase of 
products and services without competition or proper authorization. Acquisition Alert (AA) 12- 
02, dated February 29, 2012, implemented a policy delegating the review and approval for the 
ratification of an unauthorized commitment not exceeding $50,000 from the Senior Bureau 
Procurement Official (SBPO) to the Head of the Contracting Office (HCO). The Department of 
Commerce (DOC) Office of Acquisition Management (OAM) has issued an updated Commerce 
Acquisition Manual (CAM) 1301.70 with changes to the threshold for the review and approval 
of a Justification for Other Than Full and Open Competition (JOFOC) and the ratification of an 
unauthorized commitment. The memorandum rescinds AA 12-02 and issues a new acquisition 
policy delegating authority from the SBPO to the HCO to review and approve (1) a JOFOC for a 
proposed contract not exceeding $650,000; and (2) the ratification of an unauthorized 
commitment not exceeding $500,000. The review and approval of a JOFOC or the ratification of 
an unauthorized commitment exceeding these thresholds shall follow the specified delegated 
authority provided within CAM 1301.70. 

 
Questions pertaining to the AA should be directed to Justin Cofer, Acquisition and Grants Office 
(AGO), Policy and Oversight Division (POD) at Justin.L.Cofer@noaa.gov, or by telephone at 
(816) 823-3820. 
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August 7, 2014 
 

ACQUISITION ALERT 14-03 
 

NOAA Senior Bureau Procurement Official Delegated Authorities for Review and 
Approval 

 
This Acquisition Alert (AA) is being transmitted to all NOAA Heads of Contracting Offices 
(HCO) for dissemination within their respective Acquisition Divisions. 

 
1. Purpose: The purpose of AA 14-03 is to rescind AA 12-02 issued on February 29, 2012, and 
to establish the delegation of authority by the NOAA Senior Bureau Procurement Official 
(SBPO) within the NOAA Acquisition and Grants Office (AGO) for the review and approval of 
(1) the Justification for Other than Full and Open Competition (JOFOC) and (2) the ratification 
of an unauthorized commitment.  This policy also modifies the AGO Review and Approval 
Matrix located in Subchapter J of the NOAA Acquisition Manual and Acquisition Instruction 14- 
03. 

 
2. Background: On July 15, 2014, the Department of Commerce (DOC) Office of Acquisition 
Management (OAM) issued revised Commerce Acquisition Manual (CAM) 1301.70 entitled, 
Delegation of Contracting Authority. The revised CAM chapter provided specific Departmental 
contracting delegations to supplement Department Administrative Order (DAO) 208-2. This 
policy is being issued as a result of the changes in thresholds for the review and approval of a 
JOFOC and a ratification of an unauthorized commitment within the CAM. 

 
3. Applicability: This policy is applicable to all NOAA Line and Staff Offices. 

 
4. Policy: The SBPO has delegated the following authorities to the HCOs for each Acquisition 
Division: 

 
(a) The review and approval of a JOFOC— 

(1) For a proposed contract not exceeding $650,000: 
(2) Approval for any contract exceeding this amount shall follow the delegated authority 

within CAM 1301.70. 
 

(b) The review and approval of the ratification of an unauthorized commitment— 
(1) For an amount not exceeding $500,000; 
(2) Approval for a ratification of an unauthorized commitment exceeding this amount 

shall follow the delegated authority within CAM 1301.70. 
 

(c) These authorities are non-delegable and will remain in effect until rescinded. 
 
5. Point of Contact: Questions concerning this Acquisition Alert should be directed to 
Justin Cofer, Acquisition and Grants Office (AGO), Policy and Oversight Division (POD), by 
email at Justin.L.Cofer@noaa.gov or by telephone at (816) 823-3820. 
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