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8(a) Goaling Credit on MAC Awards, including GSA Schedule Buys 

 

NOAA awards many orders through GSA Schedules and it is imperative that, if setting aside for vendors 

in the 8(a) program, NOAA receives the proper 8(a) credit. Please follow the guidance below to ensure 

that proper 8(a) credit is reflected within FPDS‐NG. 
 

In accordance with 13 CFR 124.503(h)(2) – Allowing orders issued to 8(a) Participants under Multiple 

Award Contracts that were not set‐aside for exclusive competition among eligible 8(a) Participants to be 

considered 8(a) awards. In order for an order issued to an 8(a) Participant and placed against a Multiple 

Award Contract to be considered an 8(a) award, where the Multiple Award contract was not initially set‐ 

aside, partially set‐aside or reserved for exclusive competition among 8(a) Participants, the following 

conditions must be met: 
 

(i) The order must be offered to and accepted into the 8(a) BD program; 
 

(ii) The order must be competed exclusively among 8(a) concerns; 
 

(iii) The order must require the concern comply with applicable limitations on subcontracting 

provisions (see §125.6) and the nonmanufacturer rule, if applicable, (see §121.406(b)) in the 

performance of the individual order; and 
 

(iv) SBA must verify that a concern is an eligible 8(a) concern prior to award of the order in 

accordance with §124.507. 
 

If all of the above requirements have been met, when completing the award report in FPDS‐NG, “Sole 

Source” or “Competitive Set Aside” must be selected in the "Fair Opportunity/Limited Sources" drop‐ 

down field in order to enable the “Type of Set‐Aside” field to become active. Otherwise, this field will 

be grayed out and NOAA will not receive the proper 8(a) credit. 
 

Before Selection of Fair Opportunity/Limited Source (note inability to select Type of Set‐Aside) 
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After Selection of Fair Opportunity/Limited Source (Type of Set‐Aside is now available) 
 

 


