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Director

SUBIJECT: NOAA AGO Acquisition Manual

The purpose of this memorandum is to issue the NOAA Acquisition Manual as policy to be
applied to all NOAA acquisition activities. This document provides the acquisition policy
established by the NOAA Senior Bureau Procurement Official for the procurement of
construction, supplies, and services by NOAA AGO personnel. The policies set forth in the
NOAA Acquisition Manual apply to all members of the NOAA acquisition team, including the
customers they serve.

The NOAA Acquisition Manual is a “living” document of NOAA acquisition policy for ensuring
that business practices are consistent throughout NOAA. AGO policy directives have been
integrated into the manual to eliminate the burden of checking multiple AGO sources for related
policy.

The acquisition policy within this document does not restrict the exercise of sound business
judgment nor limit innovation, but underlines the need for the NOAA acquisition workforce to
balance mission and fiduciary duty. This manual describes NOAA-specific acquisition policy
and does not seek to duplicate the content of other sources of formal policy. The policy within
the document does not conflict with the Federal Acquisition Regulation, Department of
Commerce Acquisition Regulation, Department of Commerce Acquisition Manual, or any
agency or statutory requirements, as described within FAR 1.304(b).
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